Graduating Jewish Studies Minors

Seniors Reflect on Highlights from their
Jewish Studies Minor Experiences
Aldo Buttazzoni May ‘22
International Relations, JMC
The Jewish Studies minor was a highlight of my
academic career at Michigan State and I would strongly
recommend it to other students.
Learning Hebrew was one of my favorite parts of the
minor. Learning Hebrew stimulated me mentally and I
learned to love studying the language. The dedication
of the professors in the Serling Institute for Jewish
Studies and Modern Israel, especially Yore Kedem,
made it easy to want to engage actively in the courses.
Traveling to Israel was another unique learning
experience I received through the minor. Studying
abroad in the Holy Land was something I will never
forget and I am a better person for taking part in the
trip. The skills and experiences I took away from this
trip will stay with me for life and I’m grateful for the
opportunity to have participated.
After graduating in the Spring I’ll be moving to Fort
Worth, Texas where I will be
working in political media. I
will apply to law schools for
the 2024 academic year. I’m
excited to move back to Texas,
where I lived in the spring and
summer of 2021, to continue
pursuing my passion for
politics and law.
I would also like to sincerely
thank Michael and Elaine
Serling for supporting the JS
Program through the Serling Institute at the University.
Throughout my progress in the JS minor, the Michael
and Elaine Serling Institute offered me scholarships and
unique learning opportunities that I never otherwise
would have had. It is because of their passion for the
program that I, and many other students, get to partake
in life changing experiences and push themselves in the
pursuit of knowledge. Thank you.

Samantha Chaben December ‘21
International Relations, JMC
The Jewish Studies minor at
MSU has provided me with the
opportunity to reconnect to
my Jewish identity and further
expand my knowledge of
Judaism, no only on a personal
level, but on a cultural and

14

political level as well. The Jewish Studies minor has given
me a sense of community and has made a big campus
feel much smaller and more meaningful. Additionally,
I have concluded my time at MSU with a capstone to
both my major and minor by taking a Senior Seminar
(MC492) on the Dilemmas of Asymmetric Wars. I wrote
an extensive research paper, under the guidance of
Professor Aronoff, comparing the political and military
effectiveness of actors in two Israeli-Hamas wars,
evaluating the relationship between the actors and
considering policy recommendations for the future. I
intend to present my research paper at both the JMC
Undergraduate Research Conference and the Serling
Institute Undergraduate Research Conference. Upon
graduation with an International Relations degree from
James Madison College, I plan to move to D.C. and work
for a legislative lobbyist firm.

Avi Cohen May '22
Social Relations and Policy, JMC
My exploration of the Jewish
Studies minor has provided me
with the opportunity to nurture
my
familial
relationships.
Whether it is reviewing my
papers with my father or
calling my grandfather to
inquire about my great uncle’s
Holocaust experiences, the
academic requirements of the
minor have oftentimes pushed
me to explore my family's history and experiences as
Jews. Through the studies of my cultural history, I have
not only developed my interpersonal relationships but
have strengthened my Jewish identity as an individual.
With more knowledge comes a greater understanding
of what elements of Judaism resonate with me. I am
grateful for the opportunity to pursue the Jewish
Studies minor and look forward to what is to come. I
will apply to law schools in
September.

Talia Gruber May '22
Psychologyy, CSS
Growing up attending Jewish
Day School, I have always had a
passion for the many different
facets that Judaism contains.
Being able to further study

the rich culture and history that Judaism holds at the
university level has been incredibly fulfilling for me. With
three out of four of my grandparents being survivors of
the Holocaust, I was raised with deep discussion and
learning about this significant piece of our history. I am
fortunate enough to be working on my own research
with the guidance of Professor Kirsten Fermaglich in
an independent study this year. My paper discusses the
experience of Holocaust survivors in post-WWII North
America and how these immigrants were received by
those in Canada and the United States. The Jewish
Studies courses that I was able to take at MSU provided
me with several valuable skills. Most importantly though,
they reminded me how important a Jewish education
and its presence in my life is to me. After graduating,
I am hoping to take a gap year working preferably at
a Jewish Family and Children’s Services location or
pursuing opportunities in Israel. Following the gap year
I hope to earn my PhD in Clinical Psychology. I am sad
to leave my home here at MSU, but I know I am taking
away incredible memories, lessons, relationships, and
knowledge. Thank you to everyone who has helped and
supported me along the way!

Michelle Raytman May ‘22
Interdisciplinary Humanities, CAL
The Jewish Studies minor has allowed me to deepen
my knowledge of Judaism
as a whole, along with
strengthening my personal
relationship with Judaism. I
had the privilege of attending
the
Serling
Institute
for
Jewish Studies and Modern
Israel Summer Study Abroad
Program at the Hebrew
University this past summer.
There I experienced Israel
in a different light with my
newfound knowledge and understanding of Hebrew
and Arabic. I was able to conduct research and make
connections with people through my use of language.
I created and strengthened friendships with incredibly
genuine and caring students on the program from MSU
and felt a sense of community in this little MSU abroad
family that we had built. In the future, I hope to take
my knowledge and use of languages to translate and
connect with numerous individuals throughout the
world. I hope to find a career
that allows me to practice and
learn more new languages
along my journey.

Parker Renberg May '22
English and Economics, CAL
and CSS

me was participating in the study abroad at the Hebrew
University this past summer. I have benefitted from
gaining a more nuanced understanding of Israel and its
multicultural nature. I feel better equipped to engage
in quality conversations with others about Israel and
support my positions. My post-graduation plans are
to attend law school with the hopes of doing public
interest environmental litigation.

Jordan Robinson December ‘21
Interdisciplinary Studies, CSS
I am studying Interdisciplinary Studies with minors
in Jewish Studies, Leadership of Organizations, and
Sociology. I will be graduating in May 2022 and hope
to earn a Masters in Business Administration to quickly
excel in the Jewish Non-Profit world to make a largescale impact.
I really have enjoyed minoring in Jewish Studies
because it has allowed me to build relationships
with faculty. I worked on an independent study with
Professor Laura Yares on bringing alive the stories of
the Metro Detroit Jewish people by telling their unique
Jewish story through a series of interview questions
and photos. By asking about their experiences, stories,
and the overarching question of “what is it like being
a Metro Detroit Jew,” I gained a vast collection of
different stories from Jewish individuals, families, and
couples. The end product was
a compilation of all the stories
into a physical book modeled
after the popular best seller
“Humans of New York.”
The Jewish Studies program is
intimate, allowing you to build
relationships with your peers
and faculty and experience
Judaism from an academic and
overall different perspective.

Angelina Sandora May ‘22
International Relations, JMC
One highlight of my minor in Jewish Studies has
been an independent study I did under the guidance
of Professor Lorch, studying Zionism, and its effects
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and efforts to
negotiate peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
Also just getting to know
different professors has been
rewarding. The courses have
given me a passion to learn
about different religions more
in-depth. I plan on starting
a Masters in International
Relations Program in the fall.

The highlight of the minor for
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