
Molly Appel, Accounting, 
Broad College of Business
Being a Jewish Studies minor 
has allowed me several 
opportunities to engage in the 
classroom on various topics 
while challenging myself 
outside the classroom through 
research. I am grateful for being 
able to complete two years of 
Hebrew at MSU and for having 
the opportunity to learn about the history of American 
Jews through the courses available through the Jewish 
Studies minor. In addition to the course itself, I was 
able to learn more about the history of American Jews 
by researching how Jews interacted with the business 
world and how the nature of economics evolved 
throughout American history. As a current business-
admitted student pursuing an accounting degree, 
it was a great opportunity to learn about an area of 
history I was interested in and have the opportunity 
to combine this with my future professional career 
goals. Additionally, by having the opportunity to take 
an entrepreneurship class about Israeli Start-Ups the 
following year, I continued to explore how the Jewish 
Studies minor could be intertwined with my future 
professional career. As I look to the future, I am planning 
on pursuing a career in accounting and completing my 
Jewish Studies minor in a way that allows me to explore 
how I can relate the business world to the Jewish world. 
I think the classes I took for my Jewish Studies minor 
made me a more well-rounded student and person as a 
whole. 

In the far future I plan on attending law school, and would 
like to become a prosecutor. In the near future, I have 
considered working for a Jewish non-profit before I go to 
law school. I did not originally plan on pursuing a Jewish 
Studies minor, but as I took more and more classes, I 
realized it would be a wonderful and quite special minor 
to add to my college accomplishments.

Ellie Baden , Social 
Relations & Policy, JMC & 
Interdisciplinary Humanities, 
CAL 
Ellie is a junior majoring 
in Political Theory and 
Constitutional Democracy, 
Social Relations and Policy, 
and Interdisciplinary 
Humanities. She was 

recognized with the 2021 MSU Emerging Leader award 
and was MSU’s nominee for the Udall Scholarship. Ellie 
is an intern with the Serling Institute and is currently 
working with a team of professors, staff, and students 
to create a campus guide for antisemitism education. 
After taking a year of Hebrew, she participated in 
the summer study abroad program at the Hebrew 
University in Israel, where she studied cultural 
diversity and Israeli political history. She is grateful to 
have received three scholarships through the Serling 
Institute. She received the Finifter scholarship for 
studying Hebrew and received the Levy and Gladner 
scholarships to support her study abroad experience 
in Israel. Additionally, she presented her research on 
the relationship between Israel and the United Nations 
Human Rights Council at the Serling Institute’s Spring 
Research Conference. Ellie looks forward to continuing 
her Jewish Studies education and her work with the 
Serling Institute in the coming year.

Rachel Nicole Kramer, 
Theater, CAL
I am a second year BFA Stage 
Management major with a 
minor in Jewish Studies at 
Michigan State! Growing up 
Jewish I always felt connected 
to my religion. I chose to minor 
in Jewish Studies because I 
wanted to learn more about 
Judaism and the history 
behind it. My first semester I took Hebrew to challenge 
myself to understand a new language that I have heard 
so much growing up. Although it wasn’t always easy, I 
am glad I was able to take the class and I know I will be 
able to use it in the future. I plan to take more history-
based courses in the future to continue learning about 
Jewish history.

Pelli Mechnikov, Neuroscience, 
 College of Natural Science
Hopping on a plane to Israel 
was a fairly last-minute 
decision for me as far as 
college summer planning 
goes. Within two days at the 
end of April I had decided to 
spend my summer in Israel, 
and I have never been happier 
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with an impulsive decision. The freedom to make 
this decision was provided to me by the donors and 
individuals who support and run the Serling Institute 
for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel at MSU. With 
the generous scholarship and guidance from the 
Institute, taking this trip became feasible – and what a 
trip it has been. For the past month and a half, I have 
been working in a daycare center for adults with both 
cognitive and physical disabilities. I have met so many 
wonderful individuals, both co-workers and members 
of the daycare center, who have truly touched my life. 
Additionally, I have had the opportunity to explore Israel 
and further expand my knowledge on Israeli culture 
in ways that I have never experienced before. I was 
surprised to see what a strong background my Hebrew 
Independent Studies provided me in understanding 
certain facets of Israeli culture. I have also gotten to 
spend time catching up with close family that I haven’t 
seen since before the pandemic, which has been a 
lovely bonus. I am certain that this trip will change my 
life and am forever grateful for the help the   Serling 
Institute provided in making it possible. I look forward 
to seeing what the end of my two months in Israel has 
in store!

Andrew Schulman, Social Relations and Policy, JMC 
I am minoring in Jewish 
Studies and am graduating in 
2024. I chose to pursue the 
Jewish Studies minor after I 
took Hebrew with Professor 
Yore Kedem this past spring. 
After hearing that I could 
go to Israel to take classes 
and earn credit towards my 
minor I could not turn down 
the opportunity - especially 
after having receiving the 
very generous Finifter scholarship for Hebrew and 
Levy Scholarship to study abroad in Israel through 
the Serling Institute. I have loved spending time with 
the Jewish Studies community, whether it is interning 
or traveling to different cities in Israel. Recently, we 
have been working on a guide on antisemitism to 
be a resource for students on and off-campus. It is 
always great learning and working on interesting 
and important topics within such a supportive 
environment.

Chloe Shemano-Krupp, 
Hospitality Business, Broad 
College of Business
I am a rising Junior in the 
School of Hospitality Business 
and am minoring in Jewish 
Studies. This summer, I interned 
at a startup in Tel Aviv called 
FellowMe. The purpose of the 
app is to make friends online 

based on similar interests. I focused on connecting the 
app with other universities in America to help lonely 
college students. I also have had the privilege to join 
a Serling Institute Committee on drafting a guide on 
antisemitism for Michigan State. I have learned a lot 
about antisemitism on campus and throughout the 
United States, and about the need for more education 
on antisemitism. Through my minor in Jewish Studies, 
I was able to take a full year research class on the 
Holocaust. I used testimonials to research Holocaust 
survivors that immigrated to Cuba after the war. The 
Serling Institute has taught me so much in the past two 
years and I look forward to learning more though my 
continued studies through the Jewish Studies minor.

Alberto Villarreal, International Relations, JMC & 
Economic Geography, CSS
I am a rising junior minoring in Jewish Studies and 
I am set to graduate in Spring 2023. This summer, I 
was afforded the opportunity to attend the Serling 
Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel Summer 
Study Abroad program at Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem which was made possible through the 
Serling Institute Levy Scholarship. Over the course of 
five and a half weeks, I was exposed to several new 
ideas both inside and outside 
the classroom and gained a 
new perspective that I could 
not have received anywhere 
else. If I could sum up the 
highlights of my trip to Israel, 
I would use three words: food, 
diversity, and Jewishness. 
First, the food of Israel is a 
wonderful amalgamation of 
different colors and flavors 
that offered me a tangible 
product to discover the delicious role of immigration 
in Israel. Speaking of immigration in Israel, one 
cannot walk around without being impressed by the 
amount of diversity within Israel’s borders. In terms 
of the natural landscape and the plethora of cultural 
identities on display, it is fair to say that I felt as if 
I was visiting several countries in the span of one 
country. My visits to Tel Aviv, Ashdod, and Eilat were 
unique and each portrayed daily life very different 
from the next. Visiting several cities in Israel outside 
of Jerusalem also helped me answer the age-old 
question: what does it mean to be Jewish? Based on 
the wide range of experiences I had on this trip, it is 
clear that what defines one person’s Jewishness is 
not identical to the next person. These differences 
do not invoke a polarization within Israeli society; 
rather, it allows people to open themselves up to a 
new perspective and sometimes a newfound respect 
for the other person. In the end, I look back at my 
study abroad experience in Israel as an eye-opening 
experience that changed the way I see our world 
today. 
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